Visit to the Harwell Science and Innovation Campus
The SEDfiG Knowledge Economy Group organised a visit to the Harwell Science and Innovation Campus (HSIC) in Oxfordshire on the 18th June, 2009. The visit presented an opportunity to understand the dynamics behind scientific, academic and business innovation through the emerging plans for the development of the HSIC, with input from partners Goodman, the Science & Technology Facilities Council (STFC) and UK Atomic Energy Authority (UKAEA). 
Delegates heard how partnership working, based upon the need to exploit economic and employment growth potential, had been key to the development of HSIC and Science Value UK. The successful work done by SVUK with relation to the lobbying of the Regional Transport Board for support of £34 Million was also outlined. 

Presentations from Goodman and STFC outlined the role, vision and strategy for the Campus and the impact that scientific research, embedded within local economic development strategies, could have on economic growth.  The visit concluded with a tour of the impressive ISIS facility, which allows scientists to see objects 10,000 times smaller than a human hair.
The event was part of a rolling programme of Knowledge Economy seminars which have taken place across the region.  Findings from these sessions will contribute towards research currently taking place on the Knowledge Economy of the SEDfIG and the policy actions needed to support its further development.

