Knowledge The Key To Success
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The Reading Diamond yesterday played host to business and economic policy makers to explore what makes the knowledge economy of the Diamonds so successful and the policy decisions needed for it to maintain its success in future years. 

As part of the South East Diamonds for Investment and Growth network, delegates at the event heard about the role of 'place shaping' in the modern knowledge economy, how Universities contribute by harnessing their knowledge base to support local economic activity and the support on offer to high growth technology based businesses.

Delegates then debated what national and local government interventions are required to maintain this economic success, and how the learning from the event could contribute to the South East Diamonds business case. Similar sessions, organised by the Diamonds’ Knowledge Economy Policy Group, will be held in Southampton and Basingstoke later in the year, with the aim of continuing engagement and learning with the business community.

Michael Coughlin, Reading's Chief Executive and Chair of the SEDFiG Chief Executive's Group, said: "The South East Diamonds for Investment and Growth are proving to be a powerful and effective group, working together to achieve aspirational outcomes for the major economies of the region and the South East as whole." 

"As one of the most successful economies of the past ten years, Reading Borough Council and it's partners have established a great track record of developing the knowledge economy in the sub-region. We are keen to share as well as continue to learn from others as we go through a more challenging time, ensuring that we are well-placed for the uplift that will follow.” 

